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STATE OF OHIO GRADUATION SEALS  

 

Beginning with the class of 2023, students will need to earn two diploma seals in order to meet the state 

requirments to graduate.  There are 12 diploma seals for students to choose from in which at least one seal has 

to be Ohio-designed. 

 

 - OhioMeansJobs Readiness Seal (Ohio-designed) ς Meet the requirements and criteria established for the 
readiness seal, including demonstration of work-readiness and professional competencies. 

 

 State Seal of Biliteracy (Ohio-designed) ς Meet the requirements and criteria, including proficiency 
requirements on assessments in a world language and English. 

 

 Industry-Recognized Credential Seal (Ohio-designed) ς Earn an approved industry-recognized credential that is 
aligned to a job considered in demand in this state and its regions. (More information is forthcoming from the 
State) 

 

 College-Ready Seal (Ohio-designed) ς Earn remediation-free scores on the ACT (English subscore of 18, Reading 
subscore of 21, Mathematics subscore of 22) or SAT 

 

 Military Enlistment Seal (Ohio-designed) ς Provide evidence that a student has enlisted in a branch of the U.S. 
Armed Forces; or participated in an approved JROTC program.   
 

 Citizenship Seal (Ohio-designed) ς A student can: (1) Earn a score of proficient or higher on both the American 
History and American Government EOC exams; (2) Earn a score that is at least equivalent to proficient on 
ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ !t ƻǊ L. ŜȄŀƳǎΤ όоύ 9ŀǊƴ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ά.έ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ 
classes taken through the CCP program. 

 

 Science Seal (Ohio-designed) - A student can: (1) Earn a score of proficient or higher on biology EOC exam; (2) 
Earn a score that is at least equivalent to proficient on appropriate AP or IB exams; (3) Earn a final course grade 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ά.έ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇriate classes taken through the CCP program. 

 

 Honors Diploma Seal (Ohio-designed) ς Earn one of six Honors Diplomas: (1) Academic Honors Diploma (2) IB 
Honors Diploma (3) Career ςTech Honors Diploma (4) STEM Honors Diploma (5) Arts Honors Diploma (6) Social 
Science and Civic Engagement Honors Diploma. 

 

 Technology Seal (Ohio-designed) - A student can: (1) Earn a score that is at least equivalent to proficient on 
ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ !t ƻǊ L. ŜȄŀƳǎΤ όнύ 9ŀǊƴ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ά.έ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƛn appropriate 
classes taken through the CCP program; (3) Complete a course(s) offering through the district or school that 
meets guidelines developed by the department.  Successful completion of both Computer Applications and IT 
Fundamentals at Smithville High School will count for the Technology Seal. 

 

 Community Service Seal (Local-designed) ς Complete a community service project consisting of 20 hours of 
work approved by the school.   
 

   Fine and Performing Arts Seal (Local-designed) ς Complete two full years of concert and marching band; 
or two full years of choir; or participate in four drama productions while in high school. 

 

 Certified Student Engagement Seal (Local-designed) ς Participate in extracurricular activities such as athletics 
(two seasons), school recognized clubs (one school year), student lighthouse team (one school year), and 
student government (one school year) while in high school.  See participation guidelines. 
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Credits Required for Graduation 
 

 

Required Credits 
English    4 credits 
Social Studies   3 credits 

Modern World History 
American History 
American Government 

Science    3 credits 
Physical Science 
Biology 
Advanced Science Elective 

Mathematics   4 credits 
Algebra 1 
Geometry 
Algebra 2 
Advance Math Elective 
Health    ½ credit 
Physical Education  ½ credit 
Fine Arts   1 credit 
*All students must receive instruction in economics and financial literacy during grades 
9-12 and complete at least two semesters of fine arts taught at the high school level. 
 
Elective Credits    5 credits 

 
Total Credits Earned   21 credits 

 

!ÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ (ÏÎÏÒÓ $ÉÐÌÏÍÁ 
High school students can gain state recognition for exceeding Ohioôs graduation requirements through an Academic 
Honors Diploma. High-level coursework, college and career readiness tests and real-world experiences challenge 
students.  

Students must meet all but one of the following criteria, unless it is a minimum graduation requirement, which are 
for the class of 2017 and for the classes of 2018 and beyond. Students must meet general graduation requirements 
to qualify for honors diplomas. 

ACADEMIC HONORS DIPL OMA  

Math 4 units 

Science 4 units, including 2 units of advanced science 

Social Studies 4 units 

World Languages 3 units of one world language, or no less than 2 units of each of two 

world languages studied 

Fine Arts 1 unit 
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GPA 3.5 on a 4.0 scale 

ACT/SAT ACT: 27 or higher/SAT: 1280 or higher 

Guidance 

To be eligible, students must complete units, or credits, in specific subjects (see above chart). They can use 
Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, College Credit Plus and Credit Flexibility coursework to meet the 
unit requirements of an honors diploma. A single course can meet multiple criteria if it fits under multiple subject 
areas. 
Students also can design their own independent study courses. This requires that someone with proper licensure in 
the subject area must teach or co-teach the courses used for an honors diploma. 

Math ï Students must take algebra I, geometry, algebra II (or equivalent), and one other higher level course OR a 
four-course sequence that contains equivalent or higher content. 
Science ï Advanced science refers to courses that are inquiry based with laboratory experiences. They must align 
with the grades 11/12 standards (or above) or with an Advanced Placement science course or entry-level college 
course (clearly preparing students for a college freshman-level science class, such as anatomy, botany or 
astronomy). 
Social Studies ï Students may get credit for both an American history course and/or the Advanced Placement or 
International Baccalaureate American history course (same for government and world history). If a district counts 
financial literacy as a social studies course, students can use it as an elective to meet the requirement. If the district 
counts financial literacy as a family consumer science or business education elective, it does not count. 
World Language ï Only credits from courses that are sequential and proficiency based (e.g., Spanish levels I, II, III 
or German I and II and French I and II) fulfill the honors diploma requirement. Sequential classical (e.g., Latin, 
Ancient Greek) and visual (e.g., American Sign Language) languages DO fulfill the honors diploma requirement. No 
units from language courses coded as ñForeign Language Exploratoryò can count toward the honors diploma 
requirement. No units from culture-based courses can count toward the honors diploma requirements. 
If a student opts to complete this criterion by taking two units each of two world languages studied, a student must 
complete a total of four world language units. This means two sequential, proficiency-based units in two different 
languages. 
Fine Arts ï Courses taken in middle school may meet the general graduation requirement of two semesters of fine 
arts, but a course must count for high school credit (be high school level work or above) to count for the honors 
diploma. Dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art courses all count as fine arts courses. 
GPA ï GPAs must be calculated on an unweighted 4.0 scale. 
ACT and SAT score requirements ï Students must have scores of 27 or higher on the ACT or 1280 or higher on 
the 2016 SAT or their equivalents on previous or future versions of the tests. The score for SAT was updated due to 
the new SAT exam. For students who took the SAT before March 1, 2016, concordance tables can be found, and 
further information can be found on the College Boardôs website. The ACT writing and SAT essay sections are not 
included. 

 
 

OHIOôS STATEWIDE TESTING PROGRAM 

 

 
State Assessments  

 

For student graduating in the class of 2021 and 2022 students will earn points toward graduation on 
seven end -of -course exams. Student in the class of 2023 and beyond will take six end -of -course 

exams.  

 

THE COURSES IN WHICH STUDENTS TAKE AN END -OF-COURSE EXAM WILL BE: ENGLISH I AND II, 
ALGEBRA I OR INTEGRATED MATH I, GEOMETRY OR INTEGRATED MATH II, BIOLOGY, AMERICAN 

HISTORY AND AMERICAN GOVERNMENT .  BEGINNING WITH CLASS OF 2023, STUDENTS WILL NO 

LONGER TAKE THE ENGLISH I EOC ASSESSMENT DUE TO A CHANGE IN THE GRADUATION 
PATHWAY. 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Quality-School-Choice/College-Credit-Plus
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Quality-School-Choice/Credit-Flexibility-Plan
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/educators/higher-ed/scoring-changes/concordance
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Students can earn from 1 -5 points for each exam, based on their performance.  

 

5 ï Advanced  
  4 ï Accelerated  

  3 ï Proficient  

  2 ï Basic  
  1 ï Limited  

 

Students who t ake Biology , American History or American G overnment as part of Advanced 

Placement, International Baccalaureate, College Credit Plus or Credit Flexibility programs can use 
their scores from the programsô end-of -course exams in place of the state end -of -course exam scores 

to accumulate graduation points.  

 
A student who earned high school credit in any of the above courses before July 1, 2015 and a 

required end -of -course exam was not available automatically will receive a score of three points per 

course exam toward the total points needed for graduation. Middle school students this year who 
take one of these courses for high school credit must take the corresponding state end -of -course 

exam in this school year.  

 
Exam Retakes  

 

Students are allowed to retake the  tests at a future date. Students may count their highest scores 
toward graduation points.  

 

Graduation Points  
 

With few exceptions, students must accumulate a minimum of 18 points from scores on their end of 

course exams to become eligible for a diploma.   Beginning with the class of 2023, students will no 
longer need to accumulate 18 points for graduation.  Students will be able to use end of course exam 

scores to earn graduation seals to use towards their diploma.  

 

 
 

More Flexibility for Students and Famil ies 

 
Students who do not earn the required number of graduation points can still meet the requirements 

for a diploma if they earn a remediation - free score on a national college admission test. This 

assessment will be given to students free of charge in the  fall of their junior year starting with the 
graduating class of 2018.  

 

Students also can qualify for graduation by earning an approved industry - recognized credential and 
achieving a workforce - readiness score on a related job skills assessment.  

 

 
 

PASS FOR CREDIT OPTION  

 
 Stud ents enrolled in a minimum of 6  credits may choose to take one  elective , non -coll ege prep 

class, for credit only each year.   Subjects required for graduation may not be selected for this option, 

which may benefit students whose cumulative grade point average is above 4.0.  

 The guidelines for this option are:  
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1)  A student may select one class that is an elective of four -point value to take on a ñpass for 

creditò basis.  The student will receive credit for graduation for this class.  However, a 
grade of ñPò for pass will be issued which is not averaged and has no effect on grade point 

average.  

2)  Students must determine during the first two weeks of class to use this opportunity.  
Forms are available in the Guidance Office.  

3)  Students must maintain an ñAò or ñBò average to use the ñpass for creditò option.  If 

students fall below a ñBò in the pass for credit class, the earned grade will be recorded and 
averaged as usual.  

4)  Students may choose to take the earned grade instead of the ñPò at any time before the 

end of the class by notifying the Guidance Office.  

5)  Students may not change the ñpass for creditò class to another after the first two weeks.  
6)  THIS OPTION MAY ONLY BE EXERCISED BY STUD ENTS ENROLLED IN A MINIMUM OF 6 ¼ 

CREDITS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR.  

 
 

SCHEDULING OF CLASSES  

 
 Selection of appropriate classes should be based on careful consideration of the studentôs 

goals, strengths, and weak nesses.  It is important to take challenging classes that prepare the 

student for the next level of training.  However, be careful not to ñoverloadò your schedule.  Take 
into consideration your extracurricular and community activities, as well as, your aca demic school 

day.  Discuss your plans with family, friends, teachers, counselor, and others who may be able to 

offer information and insight.  A sincere and thoughtful approach to scheduling courses should help 
to avoid the inconvenience and frustration of  making changes later.  

 Students may schedule no  more than one study hall daily, and  are strongly encouraged to 

replace study hall with elective classes.   Additional study halls need to be approved by 
administration.   All required courses must be taken and  passed in sequence.  Failure in a sequential 

course (e.g. English 9 to English 10) means that course must be repeated before attempting the next 

course in sequence.  Students who fail required sequential courses are strongly encouraged to take a 
credit re covery class  to remain on schedule for graduation.  

 NOTE:  The Ohio High School Athletic Association requires that students be enrolled in and 

passing a minimum of five (5) credits or the equivalent to be eligible to participate in scholastic 

sports.  Final grades are not considered.   
 

SCHEDULE CHANGES AND  CONFLICTS 

 
 Schedule changing will be kept to a minimum.  With thoughtful consideration during course 

registration in the spring, changes to course requests should not occur.  

 Schedules will be available at the end of the school year.  Only the student wh ose name 
appears on the schedule or a parent may receive the schedule.  

Students should make changes  aft er receiving their new schedule in the Spring before the 

school year begins . Bring schedules to the Guidance Office and meet with the Counselor to discus s 
the reasons for changes.  

 Very few changes will be permitted after classes have started each semester.  Necessary 

changes (see below) must be made within four days after beginning classes.   Students must meet 
with the Counselor and receive a Schedule Change Form to be signed by a parent  when changing a 

core class i.e. : Math, Scie nce, Social Studies, or English , the ap propriate teachers, and when 

necessary  the Principal.  
 A decision to  withd raw or drop a class after the drop deadline of the semester, may result in a 

failing grade in that course.  

 

               
Criteria for changing schedule during school year:  



   11 

 

 

1-Student failed class (s)  and needs to retake class  
 

2-Student is participating in the College Credit Plus  program and needs to schedule around college 

classes  
 

3-Student needs to make a core class change to find appropriate academic level  

 
4-Student has submitted an application for credit flexibility (i .e.:  independent study)  

 

*Schedule changes for elective courses for the next school year will take place within the first two 

weeks of summer recess in June. Any other schedule changes after the June deadline must meet the 
above criteria and are subject to adm inistration approval . 

 

Grade Point Average  
 

Smithville High School will calculate two cumulative grade point averages each year based on 

reported final grades.  Students will have an unweighted grade point average without any final 
grades being weighted an d a weighted grade point average in which any weighted classes the 

student completed are calculated. A studentôs rank will be determined by weighted grade point 

average.  
 

Unweighted   Weighted  

A = 4 points   A = 5 points  
B = 3 points   B = 4 points  

C = 2 points   C = 3 points  

D = 1 points   D = 2 points  
F = 0 points   F = 0 points  

 

For a class to be designated as weighted it must meet one of the following criteria:  
 

1)  Advanced Placement Course (AP)  

2)  International Baccalaureate Course (IB)  

3)  College Credit Plus Course (CCP)  
4)  Honors Level Course ï Curriculum is taught at a higher and more rigorous level then required 

by the Ohio Learning Standards for that course.  

 
 

Valedictorian and Salutatorian  

 
Class of 2022 :  

 

 The student with the highest class rank will be rec ognized as the valedictorian and the 
student with the second highest class rank will be recognized as the salutatorian. A studentôs 

weighted GPA is used to determine class rank, which is on a 5.0 scale .  

Class of 2022  and Beyond:  
 

 Students who fall in the Summa Cum Laude (4.4 GPA and above) classification will be eligible 

for Valedictorian and Salutatorian recognitions.  The student with the highest ACT score within the 
Summa Cum Laude classification will be recognized as the valedi ctorian.  The student with the 

second highest ACT score within the Summa Cum Laude classification will be recognized as the 

salutatorian.  In the event more than one student is recognized as Summa Cum Laude and has an 

ACT score that is the same as another student(s ), a tie would be broken by looking at the weighted 
GPAs both students will be consid ered co -valedictorian and/or co -salutatorian .  The student with the 
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highest GPA, and has tied with another studentôs ACT score within the Summa Cum Laude 

recognit ion, would become the valedictorian.  The student that is tied with the highest ACT score and 
receiving Summa Cum Laude recognition but has the second highest weighted GPA, would become 

the salutatorian.   Should students be within the Summa Cum Laude class ification, have the same 

ACT and also have the same weighted GPA, a tie would occur and there would be more than one 
valedictorian.   Salutatorian would default then to the student with the second highest ACT within the 

Summa Cum Laude classification .  Many  students take the ACT several times and the highest 

individual composite score will be used for this selection process. The last opportunity for a senior to 
submit an updated ACT score will be from the national administration in April. Students need to 

submit their updated scores to the guidance office by May 10.)   

 

 
Latin Honors  

 

Our highest achieving students will be recognized based on the weighted grade point averages below. 
This additional recognition will begin with the Class of 2020.  

  

Latin Honors:  
   4.4+   Summa Cum Laude  

   4.2 to 4.39  Magna Cum Laude  

   4 to 4.19  Cum Laude  
 

 

 
 

SMITHVILLE HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS  
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
English 9  

1 Credit  ï 4 point class  
 

This class focuses on different types of writing and literature.  In the study of composition, students 

will learn to write essays in which thesis statements and topic sentences will be used.  Students will 
also learn to find and to use appropriate evidence to explain their positions within those papers.  A 

strong empha sis on grammar will also be featured in this study.  Much of the writing assignments will 

be based on the study of literature.  Students will also practice oral communication skills by giving 
presentations.  In addition, students will research a career, wi ll learn to write a resume, and will 

learn skills needed for interviews.  Novels will be read and discussed throughout the course .  This 

class would be a prerequisite for English 10.  NCAA Approved  

 
* Honors English 9   
1 Credit ï 5 Point Class  

 

Much like English 9, students in this course will study different types of writing and different types of 
literature.  However, the pace of the course will be more intense and will require deeper insigh t and 

more advanced critical thinking.  Because the required rea ding of this course is more difficult, the 

writings that stem from this reading will be more complex.  The writin gs may be longer in length  and 

will be more analytical.  Novels will be read and discussed throughout the course.   Note:  Two books 
will be req uired reading prior to the beginning of the course .  This class would serve a prerequisite 

for English Honors 10.   NCAA Approved  
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English 10  

1 Credit  ï 4 Point Class  
 

The goal of English 10 is to gain confidence and skills in both written expression and critical reading. 

Students will produce three essays of varying length and focus in narrative, informative, and 
argumentative modes. Reading material will be diverse  in genre and content. We will use novels, 

short stories, podcasts, and news articles. We will refine and strengthen our skillset to best prepare 

for the end -of -course exams.   

NCAA Approved  
 

* Honors English 10  

1 Credit ï 5 Point Class  
Prerequisite ï Honors English 9 or Teacher Recommendation  

 

The goal of Honors English 10 is a broad - reaching investigation into diverse writing modes and 
literature. Students will produce four essays of varying length and focus in narrative, informative, 

and argumentative modes. Reading material will be diverse in genre and content. We will use nov els, 

short stories, podcasts, and news articles. Reading material for this class is more ambitious than 
English 10; students will be expected to manage their time and read outside of school. We will refine 

and strengthen our skillset to best prepare for th e end -of -course exams.   

NCAA Approved  
 

English 11   

1 Credit  ï 4 Point Class  
 

This course is mainly for those who do not plan on attending college for a four -year degree . This 

class will focus on forms of literature such as the novel, short story, play, essay, podcasts, current 
magazine and news articles.  We will also have a variety of career exploration and career readiness 

skills. This course will prepare students to have a written resume, cover letter, and even mock -

interview that they will reference i n their expository paper. This course will also prepare students for 

the ACT.   
NCAA Approved  

 

 
* College Prep English 11  

1 Credit ï 5 Point Class  

 
This course is a college -prep English course, the content of this course will be focused on the building 

of better and more advanced thinking processes. In doing so, many different styles of literature will 

be studied. We will work on narrative, expository, and argumentative writing in this course. This 
class will require more outside of the class work and move at a quicker pace than English 11. This 

course will also prepare students for the ACT.   

NCAA Approval Pending  
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English 12  

1 Credit 4 Point Class  
 

This is a course offered to those seniors who wish an option from the more rigid, college oriented 

Honors English 12.  This course will offer skills helpful to future job/career searches.  Technical 
writing, reports, basic employability skills, reading of current magazines and newspapers, reading of 

novels, an d career exploration will compri se the curriculum.   

NCAA Approved    
 

* College Prep English 12  

1 Credit  ï 5 Point Class  

 
A college -prep English course, intense in the area of critical thinking, the main function of the course 

is to prepare students for college - level work.  Formats similar to those studied during the junior year 

will again be the focus.  However , the topics and the logic processes needed for these writings will be 
greater than in past years.  The writings, while being deeper in content and meaning, will also be 

longe r.  Students in this course will spend a good amount of time reading and analyzing literature.  

Along with the course text, in which British and World Literature is studied, students will read a 
variety of novels.  Up to six novels may be covered in one se mester, including classical fiction, 

current fiction and current non - fiction works.  A research paper will again be a course requirement.  

NCAA Approved    
 

* ENG 104 ï COLLEGE WRITING I:  INTRODUCTION TO ACADEMIC WRITING  

1 Credit ï 5 Point Class  
Prerequisite ï Honors English 10 or Honors English 11 and ACT Composite 20  

 

This course emphasizes writing processes appropriate for narrative and expository essays. The 
course helps students to express their own ideas in lively prose that conforms to conv entional 

standards of style and usage. Some of the writing assignments will require responses to assigned 

readings, but the focus throughout most of the course remains on each studentôs expression of 
his/her own ideas.  Grades assigned for this course incl ude the 12 -point grading scale and the 

additions of an ñNCò and ñPò grades. ñNCò stands for no credit and doesnôt affect the GPA. ñPò stands 

for passing and is only given to qualifying non -native speakers. NCAA Approved  

3.000 Semester Hours  
 

* ENG 106 ï COLLEGE WRITING II:  ACADEMIC WRITING AND RESEARCH  

1 Credit ï 5 Point Class  
Prerequisite ï College Writing I and ACT Composite 20  

 

This course introduces students to writing processes and prose conventions common to many 
academic disciplines, and it provides opportunities for students to participate in one or more of the 

ongoing conversations in particular communities of writers. The course emphasizes analytic and 

persuasive writing based on critical reading of nonfiction prose. At least one system of formal 
documentation is covered. Grades assigned for this course include the 12 -point grading scale and the 

additions of an "NC" and "P" grades. "NC" stands for no credit and doesn't affect the GPA. "P" stands 

for passing and is only given to qualifying non -native  speakers.  NCAA Approved  
3.00 Semester Hours  

 

 
* ENG 150 ï LITERATURE APPRECIATION  

1 Credit ï 5 Point Class  

Prerequisite ï College Writing 1 and ACT Composite 20  
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This is an introductory course which, by focusing on the themes and values of selected works, builds 

student awareness and appreciation of the nature of literature and the way it ñspeaksò to lifeôs 
issues. Designed for first -year college students, the course will stress discussion and the 

development of personal responses to literature.  NCAA Approved  

3.000 Semester Hours  
 

 

 
 

SUGGESTED PLANS OF COURSES 

PATHWAY ONE  PATHWAY TWO  PATHWAY THREE  PATHWAY FOUR  

English 9 Honors English 9 Honors English 9 Honors English 9 

English 10 Honors English 10 Honors English 10 Honors English 10 

English 11 College Prep English 11 College Prep English 11  * College Writing 1 

English 12 College Prep English 12 * College Writing I * College Writing II 

*Literature Appreciation 

Post High School 

Work and/or Career 

Post High School 

College 

Post High School 

College 

Post High School 

College 

* College courses are through The University of Findlay, which requires students to have a GPA of 2.5 

and an ACT composite score of 20 or an Accuplacer reading score of 80. 

 

 
Creative Writing/ Short Fiction   

½ Credit ï 4 point class  -  Grades 11 -12  

 
This course is designed to help students develop the art of story - telling as well as how to develop 

techniques used in quality short fiction and prose writing.  Students that have an interest in 

storytelling or have found an int erest in writing short - fiction will find this to be a course of interest.  
Students will learn to analyze form (how the story is told) and content (what the story is about.)  

Students will learn to identify the elements of quality fiction and will learn ho w to identify these 

elements within their own writing as well as the writing of their peers in the form of constructive 
critique.  Some of the techniques learned will include dialogue, pacing, reflection, sensory language, 

as well as the manipulation of ti me (i.e. flashback, flash forward, etc.) in order to create mystery, 

tension, or surprise. Additional stories will be reviewed in order to develop style and form; these will 
come from ancient narratives from around the world as well as from contemporary au thors. The 

culminating goal for the course is to develop the skills to create publishable prose.   

  

Speech   
½ Credit ï 4 point class  ï grades 11 -12  

 

Speech engages students in a hands -on, interactive approach to speech.  The class will begin with a 
study of fundamentals and a series of activities designed to encourage students to be comfortable 

speaking in front of a group.  The course will also include investigations into effective speechwriting 

and political rhetoric, plus an emphasis on creating effecti ve visual aids.  Of course, there will be  a 
myriad of speeches, including (but not limited to) speeches to entertain, introduce, demonstrate, 

persuade, and thank.  NCAA Approved   

 
The Bible as Literature  

½ Credit ï 4 Poin t Class ï grades 11 -12   

 
This elec tive course studies the Bible as a piece of literature and examines how it has affected other 

literary works.  The semester will be divided by its nine weeks, the Old Testament and then the New 

Testament.  The following Old Testament people and events will  be studied: the creation, Noah and 
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the Flood, Moses and the Exodus, Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, Hebrew Law, Kings and Prophets, poetry 

and wisdom of Psalms, Proverbs, and Song of Solomon.  The following movies may be used as 
supplemental materials:  Ten Comma ndments, Joseph, Samson and Delilah, Ben Hur, The Bible ï In 

the Beginning, Prince of Egypt.  The New Testament study will focus on the four gospels and the 

beginning of the church.  The following movies may be used as supplemental materials:  Lord of the 
Rings, Jesus of Nazareth, Left Behind, and The Greatest Story Ever Told.  In addition, some of the 

following literature may be used: Danteôs Inferno, Bunyanôs Pilgrimôs Progress, and Miltonôs Paradise 

Lost.  In addition, several field trips, appropriate to  topical discussions, may be taken.  
 

 SOCIAL STUDIES  

 

Social Studies is the study of peopleôs activities and interrelationships, as well as , the study of 

elements of the physical world, which have a direct effect on people.  Some knowledge of this area of  
study is considered essential for individuals as part of th eir general education.  As a U. S. citizen, 

students should know of past history, government and how it works, and how to be a contributing 

member of society.  
 

Modern World History  

1 Credit -4 point class  
 

 This course examines world events from 1600 to the present.  Topics covered will include : the age of 

Enlightenment,  the age of revolutions , imperialism, achievements and crises,  the Cold War,  and 
globalization.  NCAA Approved  

 

American Histor y  
1 Credit ï 4 point class  

  

This course examines the history of the U.S. from 1877 to the present.  Understanding how the 

events of the past came to pass and their meaning for todayôs citizens is the purpose of this course.  
Topics covered will include :  indu strialization and progressivism,  foreign affairs from imperialism to 

post -World War I,  prosperi ty, depression and the New Deal, from isolation to World War,  the Cold 

War , social transformations in the U.S.,  and the U.S. in the post -Cold War world. NCAA Approved      
 

American Government  

1 Credit ï 4 point class  
 

How the American people govern themselves at national, state, and local levels of government is the 

basis for this course.  Topics covered will include : civic involvement, civic participation a nd skills,  
basic principles of the U.S . Constitution,  structure and func tions of the federal government, the role 

of the people,  Ohioôs state and local governments, public policy,  government and the economy. NCAA 

Approved   
 

*Honors American Government  

1 Credit ï 5 point class  
Prerequisite: Students need to maintain an ñAò average through both Modern World History and 

American History or obtain teacher permission.  

 

The Honors American Government course will develop the studentôs ability to analyze United States 
government, politics, and economics.  Government content that will be studied includes : the 

Constitution,  political beliefs and behaviors,  political parties, interest groups , and mass media,  

inst itutions of national government, public policy,  and ci vil rights and liberties.  Government and the 
economy will als o be discussed.  This class may  prepare  students to take the AP U.S. Government 

and Politics Exam in May to earn college credit if they so desire.  NCAA Approved  
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World Geography  
½ Credit ï 4 po int class  

 

This course builds on studentsô understanding of geography and spatial thinking. Contemporary 
issues are explored through the lens of geography. In addition to understanding where physical and 

cultural features are located and why those features  are located as they are, students examine the 

implications of these spatial arrangements. Topics covered will include  spatial thinking and skills, 
environment and society, movement, region, human settlement, and  globalization.    

 

 

Contemporary World Issues  
½ Credit ï 4 point class  

   

The dynamics of global interactions among nations and regions present issues that affect all 
humanity.  Contemporary issues have political, economic, social, historic, and geographic 

components.  Topics discussed in class  will include : global connections, civic participation and skills, 

civil and human rights, sustainability, technology,  national secur ity and international diplomacy,  and 
the global economy.   NCAA Approved  

 

Economics and Personal Finance  
½ Credit ï 4 point class  

 

Students learn how economies and markets operate and how the United States economy is 
interconnected with the global economy.  Additionally they learn how to navigate the financial 

decisions they must face and to make informed decisions relating to career exploration, budgeting, 

banking, credit, insurance, spending, financing postsecondary education, taxes, saving and investing, 
buying/leasing a vehicle , and living independently.  Development of financial literacy skills and an 

understanding of econo mic principles with provide the basis for responsible citizenship, more 

effective participation in the workforce and career success.  The course incorporates all economics 
and financial literacy standards for the State of Ohio.  

 

History in Film  

½ Credit ï 4 point class  
Prerequisite ï 11 th  and 12 th  grade students who have taken American and World History  

 

This course is designed to bring to life the historical investigation of Hollywoodôs portrayal of history. 
Students will examine both the realities and mis conceptions of films dealing with American and world 

events in the time period between the American Revolution and today (~1770s -present).  This non -

traditional learning experience will require independent research, analysis, interpretation, and 
cooperativ e learning skills.  Students will be expected to analyze films and be capable of presenting 

feedback through various methods including research papers, speeches, projects, and presentations.  

 
Psychology  

½ Credit ï 4 point class  

 
Psychology is an introduction to the scientific study of human behavior. The course looks at the 

human mind and attempts to answer the questions of why people act, think, and feel the way they 

do.  This course is designed to help students gain a basic, working knowledge of  the history of 
psychology, developmental psychology, physiological processes, sensation and perception, learning 

memory, motivation, emotions, personality, and mental and behavioral disorders.  This course is 

designed to prepare students for introduction to college psychology , which is held the following 

semester .  
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* PSY 121 General Psychology   

1 Credit ï 3 Semester Hours ï 5 point class -  Online Course at Smithville High School  
Stark State College Credit Plus Course  

 

Surveys the scientific study of behavior, addressing a wide range of traditional topics including : 
introduction and research, perception, consciousness, learning, cognition, personality, 

pathology/treatment, development, biological basis of behavior,  social and organizational psychology.  

Emphasizes classical and current theory and research with selected attention to practical application.  
NCAA Approved  

 
SCIENCE  
 

 

Physical Science  
1 Credit  ï 4 point class  

 

Physical Science is the study of physical systems and the concepts and principles that describe and 
predict interactions and events in the natural world.  This includes the structure and properties of 

matter, the properties of materials and objects, chemic al reactions, and the conservation of matter.  

In addition, this course includes understanding the nature, transfer, and conservation of energy, as 
well as, motion and the forces affecting motion, the nature of waves and interaction of matter and 

energy.  Students will study and gain an understanding of the historical perspectives, scientific 

approaches and emerging scientific issues associated with the physical sciences.  NCAA Approved  

 
* Honor s Physical Science  

1 Credit  ï 5 point class  

Prerequisite -  Advanced or Accelerated on the Science 8 th  grade End of Course Exam  
  

Honorôs Physical Science class covers the following topics in a more detailed and accelerated manner 

than the Core Physical Science class.  T hose students selecting Honors  Physical Science need to be 
familiar with solving algebraic equations.  A previous course in algebra is strongly suggested before 

taking this class.  NCAA Approved  

 
Biology  

1 Credit  ï 4 point class  

  
This general life science course emphasizes basic comprehensive biological concepts. The students 

will study cell biology, cell processes, genetics, and ecosystems . Students will participate in regular 

laboratory activities and experiments. This is a non -college -prep course, which meets the State of 
Ohio life science requirement for graduation, designed for students not enrolling in  *Honors Biology. 

Students that have already taken Honors Biology, may not take this course. NCAA Approved  

 

* Honor s Biology  
1 Credit  ï 5 point class  

Prerequisite ï A in Physical Science  

  
Honors Biology  cove rs the same topics as Biology,  but in a more detailed and accel erated 

manner .  More in depth application of concepts and student - led labs will be emphasized.   NCAA 

Approved  
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* Zoology   

1 Credit  ï 5 point class  
Prerequisite -  Biology  

  

Zoology is a continuation of Biology 1. It is divided into 3 parts. Microorganisms: bacteriology 
(bacteria), virology (viruses), protozoa, algae and fungus - like protists, and fungi. Invertebrate 

Zoology: introduction to animals (an imal bodies, comparison of invertebrates and vertebrates, 

fertilization and development), sponges, cnidarians and ctenophores, platyhelminthes (flatworms), 
nematodes (roundworms), and rotifers, mollusks and annelids, arthropods, insects, echinoderms, 

and i nvertebrate chordates. Vertebrate Zoology: introduction to vertebrates, fishes, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds, and mammals. Students will be in lab at least once a week. No lab manual is required. 

NCAA Approved  
 

 

* Human Anatomy and Physiology   
1 Credit  ï 5 point class  

Prerequisite -  Biology  

  
Human Anatomy and Physiology will be divided into two parts, most of which will be human anatomy 

and physiology. Human Biology  includes : skeletal, muscular and integumentary  systems,  circ ulatory 

and  respiratory systems,  infectious  diseases and the immune system,  digestive and excretory 
systems,  nervous system and sense organs, endocrine system, reproductive system,  and drugs. 

Botany  includes: the importance of plants,  pla nt evolution and classificati on,  plant  structure and 

function, plant reproduction,  and plant responses. No lab manual is required.   NCAA Approved   
 

 

* CP Chemistry (College Preparatory)  
1 Credit  ï 5 point class  

Prerequisite ï ñCò average in Algebra and Geometry - Juniors or Seniors [Sophomores need Teacher 

Permission]  
  

CP Chemistry is the study of the compositions of matter and the changes that matter  

undergoes. Topics studied are elements, compounds, symbols, formulas, atomic theory,  

molecular bonding, periodic table, and properties of matter, equation writing, chemical  
reactions, stoichiometry and gas law topics. Math relationships are used in mole concept and  

stoichiometry problems. Lab meets at least once weekly.  Students must choose either Chemistry 1 

or College Chemis try.   NCAA Approved  
 

* CHEM 130 ï GENERAL CHEMISTRY/ LAB  

1 Credit ï 5 point class  
University of Findlay College Credit  Plus Course  

Prerequisite ï Combined ACT Math and Science Score of 53 or Course Specific Placement Test or 

CHEM 111  
 

This course covers general principles of chemistry with emphasis on atomic structure and behavior, 

mole concept, stoichiometric calculations, quantum theory, chemical bonding, gases, and liquids.  
Laboratory experiments cover metric system, mole concept, c hemical reactivity, equations, solubility, 

and atomic structure. The labs are a mixture of computer simulations and wet -bench chemistry. 

Computer interface instruments are also used to collect data.  NCAA Approved  
4.000 Semester hours  
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* PHYSICS  

1 Credit ï 5 point class   
Prerequisite -  Precalculus  

 

This course is a study of Newtonian Kinematics including but not limited to: linear, rotational, 
projectile, and circular motion.  It incorporates contact and field forces and their effects into these 

mot ions. There is a study of energy and its connection to motion including momentum and 

collisions.   Basic concepts of electricity, current, optics, and waves are also included. Emphasis is 
placed on problem solving, conceptual understanding, and application  of physics laws. Laboratory 

experiences will be incorporated into the class room content where data will need to be gathered, 

organized, and analyzed.  NCAA Approved  

 
 

 

FORENSIC SCIENCE  
½ Credit ï 4 point class  

 

This course is based around forensic science  knowledge culminating in a final crime scene and 

trial project.   The forensic concepts are the history of forensics, fingerprints, hair and fiber 

analysis, blood splatter and typing, and chromatography.   These skills will then be put to the 
test in a mock  crime scene.  Students will be required to collect and analyze forensic data, 

conduct police interviews and arrest a suspect based on their forensic evidence.   Students will 

then be required to take their suspect to trial and complete a mock court case re garding their 

crime scene.  This course is a semester and is worth 0.5 science credits.    
 
APPLIED SCIENCE  

½ Credit ï 4 point class  

 
This is a project based science course that will enable students to expand their science 

knowledge from previous science courses.   Students will study the realms of anatomy, 

buoyancy, aerodynamics, scaling, forces, and chemistry.  Students are expected to work 

collaboratively as well as individually on in class projects. This course is a semester and is worth 

0.5 science cre dits.    
 
GEOLOGY 
½ Credit ï 4 point class  

 
This college prep course will challenge students to delve into the realm of minerals, rocks, 

volcanoes and earthquakes.   Geologic time scale and the Earthôs scientific historic past will be 

explored.  Students are  expected to handle high quantities of information regarding these earth 

science topics.   This course is a semester and is worth 0.5 science credits.   

 
ASTRONOMY 
½ Credit ï 4 point class  

 
This college prep course will bring students into the realm of spac e science.   The history of the 

universe, creation of stars, galaxies, planets, and other space entities are going to be 

explored.   Stud ents will learn the history of astronomy as it developed in human history, the 

significance of constellations through his tory, and how we view these astronomical phenomenon 
from earth.   This course is a semester and is worth 0.5 science credits.     
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MATHEMATICS  
 

All people regardless of their field o f interest and career goals use  math skills.  Some students will 
have acquired the basic skills in earlier years and will be ready to go on to higher math courses.  

Other students may still need additional foundational instruction.  Four credits of math are required  

for graduation .   

  
For many occupations and careers, mathematics is a ñtoolò of the trade. Students who plan to 

continue their education beyond high school are encouraged to go through at least Algebra 2.  

Careers in engineering, architecture, high - level medical fields, and business will require more math in 
college.  Therefore, students interested in these careers should take the highest - level math classes in 

high school.  

  
Math courses are sequential.  It is important for students to do their best in each math class to 

sati sfactorily progress to the next math class.  Students should begin their high school math work in 

a class in which they feel comfortable and in which they can be successful.  Ask your current math 
teacher which class would be most appropriate for the next school year.  

 

Fundamentals of Algebra  
1 Credit ï 4 point class  

 

This course introduces students to the fundamentals of the language of mathematics and algebra 
including solving and graphing equations, rules of exponents, and linear equations. Much of the 

course work will look at the abstract relationships in algebra and algebraic manipulations. Some of 

the work will involve everyday applications.  
 

Algebra 1  

1 Credit ï 4 point class  

 
Algebra 1 students will learn about solving linear equations and inequali ties and graphing and writing 

linear functions.   Students will be introduced to solving systems of equations, exponential functions 

and sequences, polynomial equations and factoring, graphing and solving quadratics, radical 
functions and equations and data  analysis and displays .  A graphing calculator is required.   Any of 

the TI -84 family of calculators is recommended at approximately $100.   

NCAA Approved  
 

Geometry  

1 Credit ï 4 point class  
Pre- requisite: Algebra 1  

 

Geometry reviews and expands on previously learned geometric concepts including line and angle 
relationships, properties of polygons and circles, perimeter, area, and volume.  New topics include 

congruency and similarity of triangles, right triangle trigon ometry, and constructions.   A scientific 

calculator (TI -30, TI 83, or TI -84) is recommended.  NCAA Approved  
 

*Honors Geometry  

1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Pre- requisite -  ñAò in Algebra 1 or teacher permission  
 

This will be a challenging course for the successful math student. Geometry expands on previously 

learned geometric concepts including line and angle relationships, properties of polygons and circles, 
and perimeter, area, and volume.  New topics include co ngruency and similarity of polygons, right 
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triangle trigonometry, constructions, logic, proofs, and coordinate geometry.  A scientific calculator is 

recommended.   NCAA Approved  
 

Algebra 2  

1 Credit ï 4 point class    
Pre- requisite -  Geometry  

 

This is a second year Algebra class for the average math student.  The course will build on concepts 
learned in Algebra 1 and Geometry.  A graphi ng calculator is required (TI -84  recommended) at 

approximately $10 0.   NCAA Approved  

 

* Honors Algebra 2  
1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Pre- requisite -  ñAò in Geometry or teacher permission  

 
This enriched math class expands on topics learned in Algebra 1 and Geometry including linear, 

quadratic and polynomial functions.   New topics include complex numbers, rational and radical  

functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, sequences and series, trigonometry, probability, 
data analysis and statistics.   It is essential  for students to have a solid understanding of this course 

to be fully prepared for higher - level math classes.   A graphing calculator is required.   Any of the TI -

84 family of calculators is recommended at approximately $100. NCAA Approved  
 

Everyday Statistics  

1 Credit ï 4 point class  
 

This course introduces the student to basic ideas and reasoning of statistics th rough hands on 

projects and computer activities. Fundamental concepts about basic probability, sampling, data 
organization and descriptive statistics will be covered by using data collected from the real 

world.  The concepts of probability distributions, e stimation, regression, and testing will be covered 

by using examples and data sets from eve ryday life. This course explore s how data is around us 
every day and how to better understand this information and interpret its meaning.  

 

Pre College Math   

1 Credit  ï 4 Point class  

This class is designed to help transition the student from an Algebra II high school math class to a 

College Algebra or Pre -Calculus mathematics class. Seniors who need their algebraic skills enhanced 

should register for this class. Topics  will include: functions, sequences and series, conics, probability, 
ACT preparation, and a brief introduction to trigonometry.  

  

 
* MTH 135 ï PRECALCULUS A & B  

1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Stark State College Credit Plus Course  
 

Study of linear and quadratic equations, their applications; solving rational and radical equations; 

complex numbers; linear, polynomial and rational inequalities; equations and inequalities involving 
absolute value; graphs of equations; relations and func tions; transformation of functions; combining 

functions and composite functions; inverse functions; exponential and logarithmic functions and 

equations; angles and their measure; right angle trigonometry, trigonometric functions of any angle, 
graphs of tri gonometric ratios; inverse trigonometric functions; trigonometric identities and 

equations, sum, difference, double angle, half angle; applications of trigonometric functions; systems 

of equations; matrices and determinants; the conic sections; sequences a nd series.   NCAA Approved  

5.000 semester hours  
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* MTH 223 ï ANALYTIC GEOMETRY ï CALCULUS A & B  
1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Stark State College Credit Plus Course  

 
In this course students will develop mathematical thinking and communication skills and learn to  

apply precise logical thinking to the study of analytic geometry, limits, continuity, derivatives, 

tangent and normal lines, derivatives of trigonometric functions, related rates, Newtonôs method, 
Rolleôs theorem, mean value theorem, extreme  of functions,  antiderivatives, definite integrals, 

indefinite integrals, areas and volumes. Key ideas and concepts will be presented from a variety of 

perspectives with a broad range of examples and applications. A graphing utility will be used to 

reinforce and extend concepts and for numerical methods such as the Trapezoidal Rule and 
Simpsonôs Rule for integration. Students will progress from a procedural/computational 

understanding of mathematics to a broader understanding encompassing logical reasoning, 

generalizatio n, abstraction, and formal proof.   NCAA Approved  
5.000 semester hours  

 

 
* MTH 124  ï STATISTICS A & B  

1 Credit -  5 point class  

Stark State College Plus Course  
 

This course introduces the student to statistical thinking and the use of statistical methods for 

gathering and analyzing data. The focus is on graphical, tabular, and numerical methods for 
summarizing distributions. Fundamental concepts of probability are  introduced as well as the 

concepts of discrete (binomial) and continuous (normal) probability distributions and their 

importance to inferential statistics. Point estimates and interval estimates of population means and 
standard deviations are obtained str essing the importance of random sampling. Hypothesis testing of 

one and two sample means and proportions is used for statistical inference along with the Chi -

Square, least squares regression analysis for linear correlation is computed manually or with a 
st atistical package such as SPSS, SAS, Minitab or Excel. TMM010 approved. NCAA Approved  

3.000 semester hours  

 
A graphing  calculator is recommended . A TI -84  is recommended  at approx. $90  for MTH 135 / MTH 223 / MTH 222  

 
 

 
WORLD LANGUAGE   
 

The study of a World  Language  can be valuable to those students preparing for college, as well as, 
those who want to enrich their high school education.  Learning to speak a World Language  can be 

useful for travel, careers, and personal pleasure.  

  

Smithville offers two  World  Language s: German and Spanish.   Both  languages are taught with similar 
methods and activities.  Students will acquire skills in listening, speaking, writing, and reading the 

language.  They will also explore the culture connected with that language throug h the study of 

music, literature, art, history, and cuisine.  Students will compare and contrast the foreign culture to 
their own, enabling them to develop a better understanding of the world, as well as a deeper 

understanding of their own way of life.  

  
Students must have a ñCò average in English before attempting a World Language .  Once enrolled in 

a language, the student must earn at least a ñCò to advance to the next level.   
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It is suggested that a college -bound student study at least three levels of the same World Language .  

If desired, another World Language  may be added after completion of level two.   In order to be 
eligible for the Ohio Seal of Biliteracy students must plan  to study all four years. According to the 

Ohio Department of Education,  

ñHigh school graduates who can function in English and at least one other world language are 
equipped with knowledge and skills that will help them participate successfully in college, careers, the 

military and a diverse global society. The purpose is to:  

Å Encourage the study of languages; 
 Å Certify the attainment of biliteracy;  

Å Give employers insights on the skills of graduates; 

 Å Give universities an additional mechanism to identify strong candidates for admission;  

Å Prepare students with 21st century skills;  
Å Recognize the value of foreign and native language instruction; and  

Å Strengthen intergroup relationships and affirm the value of diversity.ò  

  
 GERMAN is a rhythmic language derived from Icelandic and Scandinavian languages (as is 

Englis h).  It is spoken in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, as well as, in scattered 

populations in North America, South America, and Africa.  It can be very beneficial in the fields of 
business, tourism, journalism, science, engineering, and music.  

 SPANISH  is a melodic language derived from Latin.  It is spoken in Spain, in many countries 

throughout Latin America, as well as, in large parts of the United States.  It can be very helpful in the 
fields of business, tourism, journalism, social work, me dicine and  in many state and federal 

government jobs.  

  
When choosing which World Language  to study, a student might consider the following factors: 

family heritage, career interests, travel interests, and personal preference for the language and its 

cultu re.  Whatever language is chosen, the course content will be similar at each level.  A description 
of each of those levels follows:  

 

 
Level One  

1 Credit ï 4 point  

NCAA Approved  

 
Students will attain basic competencies in listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in the World 

Language .  They will also begin to develop an understanding of the culture(s) where the language is 

spoken.  Some examples of level one World Language  skills are:  understanding short conversations 
and narratives; expressing personal preferences, wants, and emotions; exchanging information on 

topics such as family, friends, and school; reading ads, schedules, and basic menus; writing short 

personal lette rs.   Headphones or earbuds required.  
 

 

Level Two  
1 Credit ï 4 point class  

NCAA Approved  

 
Students will build upon their basic competencies in listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in 

the World Language .  They will develop a broader vocabulary to  expand their capabilities in the level 

one skills.  Some further examples of level two skills are:  understanding the main idea of longer 
conversations and narratives; exchanging information about health, sports, travel, shopping, fashion, 

and a variety o f other current topics of interest (both in present and past); expressing their opinions 

about issues; and, reading and writing short essays about the above topics . Headphones or earbuds 

required.  
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* Levels Three and Four  

1 Credit  -  5 point class  
NCAA Approved  

 

Students will practice to become more proficient in using the vocabulary and concepts they have 
studied the previous two years.  They will comprehend the main idea of foreign news broadcasts and 

other sustained narrations.  They will converse in the World Language  about a variety of topics of 

interest, in order to improve speaking skills, as well as, to exchange information.  Students must sign 
a pledge to speak in the target language at all times in the classroom.  They will read and discuss a 

short novel and/or short stories.  They will write about literary plots and themes, as well as, about a 

variety of current topics of interest.  Cultural themes are woven into the above activities; but in 

addition, students will complete an extended unit on t he history and culture associated with the 
language.  The classes are conducted almost entirely in the World Language .  Headphones or 

earbuds required.  

 
* SPAN 220 ï INTERMEDIATE SPANISH I  

1 Credit  ï 5 point class  

University of Findlay College Credit Plus Course  
 

This course is a continuation of Elementary Spanish II. It focuses furthering the development of 

receptive and productive Spanish language skills for reading, writing, speaking, and listening. 
Continued emphasis is placed on fostering an appreciati on for Spanish cultures and the development 

of culturally appropriate language and behavioral skills necessary for cross -cultural communication in 

Spanish -speaking communities around the world.   NCAA Approved  
3.00 0 semester hours  

 

* SPAN 221 ï INTERMEDIATE SPANISH II   
1 Credit ï 5 point class  

University of Findlay College Credit Plus Course  

 
This course is a continuation of Intermediate Spanish I. It focuses furthering the development of 

receptive and productive Spanish language skill s for reading, writing, speaking, and listening. 

Continued emphasis is placed on fostering an appreciation for Spanish cultures and the development 

of culturally appropriate language and behavioral skills necessary for cross -cultural communication in 
Spani sh-speaking communities around the world.  NCAA Approved  

3.000 semester hours  

TECHNOLOGY  

Computer Applications  

½ Credit  ï 4 point class  

  

This class will focus on using Microsoft Word, Excel, FrontPage (web design) and PowerPoint to create 
word processing documents, solve mathematical problems with spreadsheets and making 

presentations on computer related topics.   The students will explore the mathematical concepts 

behind how com puters work as well as use the i nternet for research . Microsoft Office Certific ation 
available upon request for students pursuing IT related fields of study.  
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Video Journalism 1& Video Journalism 2  

½ Credit  ï 4 point class  
 

This class will focus in taking video, importing into the computer, editing it and creating a final video 

project.  The compute r programs are  Microsoft Movie Maker and Pinnacle Studio.   
 

IT Fundamentals  

1 Credit ï 4 point class  
 

This class is designed to be ñhands onò and teaches basic IT skills.  Background will be provided in 

four major IT areas which inclu de software, hardware, network systems and interactive media.  After 

completing this class students will have an understanding of computer concepts, components, and 
software usage.  

 

BUSINESS PROGRAM  
 
INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS  

½ Credit ï 4 point class  

 
Business success comes through effective business practices.  This class is designed to promote an 

understanding of the world of business.  Students will be introduced to factors influencing the 

economy and how the state of the economy affects consumers. S tudents will develop essential skills 
for independent thinking, carrying out research in an electronic environme nt, and business report 

writing  

 
 

* ENT 120 ï ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Stark State College Credit Plus Online Distance Learning Course  
Prerequisite ïAccuplacer Reading 80 or ACT Reading 18  

 

This course is designed to introduce students to the entrepreneurial process from conception to birth 
of a new venture. Students will examine elements in the entrepreneurial process -- personal, 

sociological, and environmental -- that give birth to a new enterprise. Critical factors for starting a new 

enterprise such as alternative career prospects, family, friends, role models, the state of the 
economy and the availability of resources will be explo red. Students will be introduced to practical 

tools they can use to further their careers in business, both in entrepreneurship and in more 

traditional company environments. This course simulates the experiences that entrepreneurs undergo 
in conceiving, la unching, and operating new businesses. The courses enables students to evaluate an 

entrepreneurial career for themselves. In doing so, it provides want -  to -be entrepreneurs with a 

framework for selecting, funding, and starting their own new ventures.   
3.00 0 semester hours   

 

* ENT 124 ï MANAGING ENTREPRENEURIAL GROWTH  
1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Stark State College Credit Plus Online Distance Learning Course  

Prerequisite ï ENT 120 Minimum Grade of D  

 
This course is designed for students who want to manage growin g companies in an increasingly 

professional manner while still maintaining the entrepreneurial spirit that brought the company to its 

current growth position and for students who want to manage larger companies to emphasize 
innovation and the management of  opportunities rather than to concentrate on the efficient 
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management of ongoing operations. Upon successful completion of this course, students should be 

able to measure economic performance and obtain information for management decision -making, 
managemen t control systems for innovative companies, short -and long - run planning in owner -

managed businesses, and entrepreneurship in managing growing companies.   

3.000 semester hours   
 

 

* ENT 225 ï GLOBAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Stark State Colleg e Credit Plus Online Distance Learning Course  

Prerequisite ï ENT 120 Minimum Grade of D  

 
This course examines how entrepreneurs create and manage emerging ventures in other countries 

and create and manage start -up emerging ventures which are global in at l east one important 

aspect. The case anal yses and classroom discussions d raw on and integrate multidis ciplinary 
concepts, skills,  and insights. -  marketing, operations, finance, control, decision -making, leadership, 

ethics, governance, negotiations -  all in  the service of starting and managing entrepreneurial 

ventures. Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to identify and assess 
business models for international start -ups, venture valuation, sources of financing, deal structuring , 

cross -cultural issues in entrepreneurship, creating strategic alliances, managing/ leading a small 

multinational organization, international acquisitions, managing entrepreneurial ventures in situations 
of financial distress and under changing contexts, and managing global expansions of ventures.   

3.000 semester hours   

 
* BUS 121 ï BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION   

1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Stark State College Credit Plus Online Distance Learning Course  
Prerequisite ïAccuplacer  Reading 80 or ACT Reading 18  

 

A survey  course designed to develop a comprehension of business theories and principles. Students 
will examine the following: American business development, management and organization, human 

resources, marketing, information for business strategy, decision making , finance and investment. 

Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the above topic areas 

and have a foundation for studying other bu siness subjects.   
3.000 semester hours   

 

* BUS 124 -  BUSINESS ANALYSIS WITH ALG  
1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Stark State College Credit Plus Online Distance Learning Course  

Prerequisite ï Accuplacer Reading 80 or ACT Reading 18  
 

This course is designed to present and facilitate the mastery of the use of analysis in business 

applications. The applic ations include percentage computations; payroll; buying, markup and 
markdowns; simple interest; compound interest including business and consumer loans and ordinary 

annuities. Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to apply 

fundamental analysis to business problems .  
3.000 Credit hours  

 

* BUS 221 ï MICROECONOMICS  
1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Stark State College Credit Plus Online Distance Learning Course  

Prerequisite ïAccuplacer  Reading 80 or ACT Reading 18  
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An in -depth study of microeconomic concepts and principles such as supply and demand, price 

elasticity, production costs, different market structures, income distribution, marginal analysis, and 
other issues relating to global economics. Upon completion of this course, student s should be able to 

demonstrate an understanding of these topics and be able to apply them to business. TAG OSS004 

approved Spring 2012. TMSBS approved Spring 2012.   
3.000 semester hours   

 

* BUS 222 -  MACROECONOMICS 
1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Stark State College Credit Plus Online Distance Learning Course  

Prerequisite ï Compass /Accuplacer  Reading 80 or ACT Reading 18  

 
An in -depth study of macro -economic concepts and principles such as market supply and demand, 

unemployment and inflation, monetary and fisca l policy, national income accounting and Classical 

and Keynesian models. Upon completion, students should be able to apply and demonstrate an 
understanding of the above topics relative to today's economy.  

3.000 Credit hours  

 
Course Attributes:  

TAG Approved Course, Transfer Module Approval   

 
* ITD  122  ï COMPUTER APP FOR PROFESSIONALS 

1 Credit ï 5 point class  

 
Computer Applications for Professionals describes the components and peripherals of a computer/PC 

and how they function and communicate as a sys tem. Principle topics covered are the Windows 

operating system, Internet applications, the Windows networking environment and a variety of 
software application packages used to solve scientific, business, and engineering technology 

problems.   

3.000 semeste r hours   
 

* MGT 121 ï PRINCIPLES OF MANAGEMENT  

1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Stark State College Credit Plus Online Distance Learning Course  
Prerequisites ï BUS 121 Minimum Grade of D or ENT 120 Minimum Grade of D  

 

This course provides an in -depth, balanced overview of management through coverage of basic 
management functions: planning, organizing, staffing, directing and controlling. Presents the current 

insights of open -systems theory, contingency theory, organization theory, organizational behavior 

and con temporary management science. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate 
an understanding of the above topic areas.   

3.000 semester hours   

 
* MGT 224 -  HUMAN RESOURCE MGT  

1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Stark State College Credit Plus Online Distance Learning Course  
Prerequisites ï MGT 121 Minimum Grade of D  

 

Introduction to the effective management of human resources in today's organizations. Emphasis is 
on the policies and programs necessary to attract, retain and motivate employees. Subjects covered  

include the legal framework of human resource management, staffing, human resource development, 

motivation and leadership, compensation, appraisal systems, safety and labor, and management 

relations. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate  an understanding of the 
management of the human resource. 3.000 Credit hours   
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* MKT 121 -  PRINCIPLES OF MARKETING  
1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Stark State College Credit Plus Online Distance Learning Course  

Prerequisites ï BUS 221 Minimum Grade of D  
 

This course is an introduction to the important role that marketing plays in the successful operation 

of various enterprises that operate in both the domestic and international arenas. Emphasis is on 
developing marketing strategies needed to compete effect ively in today's rapidly changing 

competitive environment. Customer buying behavior, market segmentation, quality customer service, 

the elements of product, distribution, pricing and promotion strategies are examined. Upon 

completion, students should be ab le to demonstrate an understanding of the above topic areas.   
3.000 Credit hours  

 

Course Attributes:  
TAG Approved Course   

 

* ACC 130 -  BUSINESS LAW AND ETHICS  
1 Credit ï 5 point class  

Stark State College Credit Plus Online Distance Learning Course  

Prereq uisite ï Accuplacer Reading 80 or ACT Reading 18  
 

An examination of the functions of the legal system in the business environment. This course 

includes the study of traditional business law topics and other basic topics applicable to business. A 
close examination of the intersection between professional e thical decision -making and the legal 

system as it applies to business. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate 

competence in the fundamental concepts of business law and ethics.  
3.000 Credit hours  

 

Course Attributes:  
TAG Approved Course  

 

* ACC 132 -  FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING  

1 Credit ï 5 point class  
Stark State College Credit Plus Online Distance Learning Course  

Prerequisites ï BUS 124 Minimum Grade of D  

 
This course introduces the student to the fundamental processes of accounting through cov erage of 

the accounting cycle consisting of transaction analysis, the recording function and financial statement 

preparation and analysis. Course coverage continues with a review of receivables; inventory, 
property, plant and equipment; bonds and stockhold er's equity. Emphasis is given to why certain 

procedures are followed and their financial statement impact.  

4.000 Credit hours  
 

Course Attributes:  

TAG Approved Course   
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGIES  
 

Construction  Technology  
1 Credit ï 4 Point Class  

 

This program is designed to acquaint students with various aspects of residential construction and 

prepare students for apprenticeship level jobs in the construction trade.   The class includes training 
in the fundamentals of construction, use of hand and p ower tools and equipment, familiarization with 

masonry and concrete, blueprint reading, construction cost estimation, site work, building permits 

and codes, excavation work, framing and roofing, safety procedures, window and door installation, 
siding and e xterior paint. Students will concentrate on rough - in electrical work, plumbing, insulation, 

drywall hanging , principles  of drywall finishing, interior painting, and interior finishing.  

 
Construction Technology 2  

1 Credit ï 4 Point Class  

 
Level II Construct ion Technology is designed to acquaint students with advanced aspects of 

residential construction. The program expands from the knowledge gained in Construction 

Technology I,  concentrates on safety, employability skills, ability to  interpret blueprints and  read 
shop drawings to scale, stair building, level II roof framing, interior finish, and the skills for  project 

estimation and a bill of materials needed at a residential construction site.   

 
Engineering Design and 3D Modeling  

½ Credit ï 4 Point Class  

 
Engineering Design and 3D Modeling is a class for students interested in engineering and design. 

Students will learn about engineering through the use of hands -on creative group projects in addition 

to learning how to use 3D modeling software to create rea l world objects and their own designs.  

 
Engineering Design and 3D Modeling 2  
½ Credit ï 4 Point Class  

 

Engineering Design and 3D Modeling 2 is a continuation of the first class for students interested in 
engineering and design. Students will learn additional modeling techniques in 3D modeling software 

to create real world objects and their own designs that can be printed on the 3D printer.  

 
 

Robotics  

½ Credit ï 4 Point Class  
 

In this course, both traditional course work as well as hands -on applicati on will be applied to the use, 

research, building, and programming of robots.   Course work will include potential engineering 

application, innovation, and invention processes.   Hands -on application will include the design, 
building, and programming of VEX robots.   Various projects will be utilized to create robots capable 

of solving problems.   Students will be expected to work well in teams and create project portfolios for 

each robot project attempted.    

 
 
 
 



   31 

 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES  
 

The ultimate aim of this department is to obtain life skills, strengthen families, and empowering 

individuals to take action for the well -being of self and others in the home, work place, 
community, and world.   

 

 

SMITHVILLE HIGH SCHOOL CULINARY PROGRAM  
 

I ntro to Foods (Foods 1)  

½ Credit ï 4 Point Class  

 

In this course, students will gain knowledge in food selection criteria and apply preparation 
methods to promote a healthy lifestyle. Students will apply cooking methods, ingredient 

selection and nutritional information in the context of selected food dishes. Throughout the 

course, basic food safety and sanitation techniques will be emphasized.  

 

*After completing Intro to Foods, students are able to take any of the following advanced foods 

courses that are offered on a yearly rotation :  
 

 

Culinary  Creations  

1/2 Credit -  4 Point Class  

Prerequisite -  Intro to Foods (Foods 1)  
 

This course focuses on the fundamentals and principles of cooking and baking. Students 

will use set of skills that combine both nu trition and cooking methods. Students will learn 

how to create dishes that can be the  centerpiece for family gatherings and social 

functions.  The course includes food art, basic decorating, plate presentation, menu 
development and culinary techniques.  

 

 

International Foods  

½ Credit ï 4 Point Class  
Prerequisite ï Intro to Foods (Foods 1)  

 

This course is designed for the student who wishes to prepare a variety of foods 

originating from all over the world. Various preparation techniques reflecting individual  

ethnic cooking styles will also be demonstrated as an integral part of the course. Students 

will study patterns of family meals, current customs and food habits, and cooking 
techniques and equipment unique to those countries.   
 

Food Fundamentals   

½ Credit  ï 4 Point Class  
Prerequisite ï Intro to Foods (Foods 1)  

 

In this course, students will apply fundamental culinary techniques, such as knife handling 
skills and the recognition, selection and proper use of tools and equipment. An emphasis will 

be placed on  the management of time, ingredients and equipment. Students will apply 

standard recipe conversions using proper scaling and measurement techniques. A wide variety 
of dishes, appetizers, snacks and desserts will be created in a food lab setting.  
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Family Living  
½ Credit ï 4 Point Class  

 

In this course, students will analyze human growth and development throughout the lifespan. An 

emphasis will be placed on physical, cognitive, social and emotional growth and development. 
Additional topics will incl ude human characteristics and traits, genetic defects, parenting styles and 

responsibilities and cultural differences within a family unit and community.  

 
Financial Literacy  

½ Credit ï 4 Point Class  

 
In this course, students will develop personal financia l plans for individual personal well -being. 

Throughout the course, students will develop financial literacy skills to provide a basis for responsible 

citizenship and career success. Additional topics will include analyzing services from financial 
instituti ons, consumer protection, investing and risk management.  

 

This course meets the State of Ohio Financial Literacy requirement.  
 

 
VISUAL ARTS  
 

The aim of the following studio courses is to provide an opportunity for serious -minded  art students, 

whether they plan to continue their art training beyond high school or are just interested in art, to 
gain a more mature understanding and appreciation for the visual arts.  By concentrating their time 

and effort in specific phases of studio  art and art history, the students will come away with a deeper 

insight into the overall creative process.  Students will gain a greater understanding and skill in the 
specialized studio.  All students are required to have at least one credit of fine arts for graduation.  

This includes all courses in the visual art department and/or the music department.   All Visual Arts 

courses will incorporate the following approaches:  1) History of art, cultural heritage, and social 
context, 2) Personal creative express ion, studio production, and visual communication, 3) Art 

criticism, analyzing, and responding, 4) Valuing the arts and aesthetic reflection, 5) Integrating and 

applying the arts.  
 

Areas of Concentration in Visual Art  

 

Two -Dimensional Design Courses    Three -Dimensional Design Courses  
Art 1         Ceramics 1  

Art 2         Ceramics 2  

Art 3 (Only for those p ursuing art in college.)   Scu lpture  
Art 4 (Only for those pu rsuing art in college.)   

Photography     

 

 

Art I  

½ Credit  ï 4 point class  
 

Art I is an introduction to different types of art techniques, materials and art history. Students will 

use their  imagination and creativity to design all types of artworks including drawings, paintin gs, 
sculptures and collages. Students  will be developing  skills in creative thinking and problem solving. 
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Class time is spent working on projects and critiquing. Letter grades are given based on rubrics 

outlining guidelines for each project.  Good craftsmanship and effort are a part of each projectôs 
grade.  

 

 
Ar t II (Pre - requisite: Art I)  

½ Credit  ï 4 point class  

Art II builds upon knowledge from Art I and dives deeper into strengthening art skills and techniques. 
The first half of the semester will b e spent strengthening technical  skills like drawing and painting 

objects from sight and creating a successful piece of art. The second half students will begin to 

exercise their  creative minds, learn to think in new w ays and imagine farther than they ever have 

before. The  goal by the en d of the semester is to discover new art making and creative thin king skills 
in that students  never thought they  had. Letter grades are given based on rubrics outlining guidelines 

for each project.  Good craftsmanship and effort are a part of each projectôs grade.  

Art III (Pre - requisite: Art I and II  

½ Credit  ï 4 point class  

 

This course will encompass a number of art topics and projects from the areas o f concentration listed 
previously .  It will contain more in -depth projects with research, papers, and more  art history.  

Students may concentrate more on an area of study, such as painting, or printmaking.  It is designed 

for students who are interested in doing something with art in the future and are serious about it.  

Ceramics 1  

½ Credit  ï 4 point class  

 
This course is an ñin-depthò approach to the potterôs craft.  Emphasis will be on gaining rapport with 

and control of the clay medium.  This course will concentrate on hand -building techniques, such as 

pinch, coils, and slabs.  Students will have the oppor tunity to carry the clay process from its crude 
beginnings to the finished art form.  Emphasis will be placed on form and function, as well as 

technique.  Study of textbook and reference materials will be included, as well as written critiques 

and workshee ts.  A final presentation of creative work will be required.   
 

Ceramics 2  

½ Credit  ï 4 point class  

Pre- requisite:  Ceramics 1  
 

Advanced Ceramics is a continuation of Ceramics 1  with greater concentration on the following areas:  

hand -building techniques, wheel throwing techniques, decorating techniques, stacking and firing the 
kiln, earthenware, stoneware, ceramic sculpture and modeling.  Students will be encouraged to gain 

cont rol of the clay medium.  Study of textbook and reference materials will be included , as well as , 

written critiques and worksheets.  A final presentation of creative work will be required.   
 

 

 
Digital Photography and Graphic Design  

½ Credit ï 4 point class  

 
This course encompasses the basics of digital photography including composition, exposure, and 

lighting. Students will experiment with a variety of subject matter from sports photography to 

portraiture. Students will edit and manipulate images using the latest photo -editing software and 
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apps. Digital design techniques will be used to co mpose images and layouts for advertising and 

photojournalism . 
  

Sculpture   

½ Credit ï 4 point class  
Pre- requisite:  Ceramics 1 or Art 1  

 

This course is an in -depth explorat ion of three -dimensional media and techniques including glass 
melting, welding and metalworking, carving and life -casting. Students will have the opportunity to 

design and construct sculptures of various sizes from miniature to outdoor installation art. 

Assignments will focus on development of skills , as well as , creative interpretation of given topics.  

Students will pay for any additional materials they need beyond the provided basic materials.  
  

 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 

Foundations of Physical Ed ucation  
¼ Credit ï 4 point class  (1st semester)  

 

This class is designed to help students understand the role of physical health as it pertains to overall 
health and well -being.  This semester will focus on the core requirements set forth by the state of 

Ohio.  This will be accomplished through a variety of physical activities and classroom instruction.  

Students will be required to complete the Fitnessgram testing at the beginning, mid -point and end of 
the semester.  The Fitnessgram covers the 5 basic compo nents of physical fitness.  Students will be 

required to set personal fitness goals after the pre - testing and be expected to reach minimum 

improvement based on Fitnessgram norms for age and gender.  In addition students will learn a 
variety of team and ind ividual sports , as well as , basic strength, conditioning, and fitness workouts.  

Good sportsmanship, teamwork, and pride in individual improvement are areas that can help 

individuals build stronger social, emotional, and mental health in addition to their physical health.  

 
Advanced Physical Education  

¼ Credit ï 4 point class  (2 nd  semester)  

Pre- requisite:  Foundations of Physical Education  
 

The scope of this class is to advance studentsô knowledge in the history, rules, strategies, techniques, 

and skills in a variety of team and individual activities.  Lessons will be designed to provide a more 
in -depth study and practice of each activity. An  atmosphere of fair but slightly competitive 

environment will be established for students who are interested in continuing their learning and 

development in a variety of sports.  
 

 

Strength and Conditioning   
¼ Credit ï 4 point class  

Pre- requisite:  Foundat ion of Physical Education or IPEP  

 
Our philosophy of strength and conditioning is to encourage and develop the knowledge and skills to 

maintain wel lness over the course of a life time.  The structure of this class is to equip students with 

the knowledge nec essary to execute and monitor an appropriate personal fitness plan over the 
course of a lifetime.  A variety of training methods will be presented to the students.  Student will 

work with the instructor to develop a personal fitness plan that will be imple mented and monitored 

throughout the semester.   

 




